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CHANCELLOR JULIUS RAAB TO VISIT U.S. 


_ Austrian Chancellor Julius 


2aab will arrive in this country 


Sunday, November 21, to 
‘in a 14-day state visit 
which he is to make on the 


invitation of President Dwight 

Fisenhower. He will then 
eave for a_ state visit to 
‘anada, in response to an in- 
from the 
;overnment. 


will be 


Canadian 
The official visit 
a contribution toward 


vitation 


friendly economic and cultural 
relations withthe United States 
and Canada. Chancellor Raab 
will be accompanied by the 
Head of the Political Depart- 
ment of the Austrian Foreign 
ffice Minister Dr.Josef Schoe- 
erand his Secretary Dr. Franz 
Karasek. 

Upon his arrival in Wash- 
ington, the Chancellor will be 
welcomed by Secretary of State 
John Foster Dulles. On Monday, 
November 22, accompanied by 
Dulles and Ambas- 
Gruber, Chancellor 
Raab will visit the White House, 
where he will be the luncheon 
uest of President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower. After this he will 
-onfer with Secretary of Com- 
merce Weeks. 


Secretary 
sador Dr. 


ington, during which time he will place wreaths on the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier in Arlington Cemetery and on the 
grave of George Washington at Mount Vernon. Also scheduled 
in his Washington program are talks with State Department ex- 
perts on Austria, an address before a group of American and 
foreign correspondents, a press conference at the Austrian 


Embassy, a visit with Harold Stassen and a dinner-reception 





CHANCELLOR JULIUS RAAB PRESENTING 
CONFIRMATION GIFTS TO NEEDY CHILDREN 
The same evening, the Austrian Embassy in 
Washington is giving a reception in the Chancellor’s honor. 

Chancellor Raab will spend two additional days in Wash- 


AND CANADA 


given by Secretary of 
Dulles. 

Between Thanksgiving Day 
and the following Sunday Chan- 
cellor Raab will visit several 


State 


parts of the United States 
among them Florida and New 
Orleans. 


Chancellor Raab will fly 
to St. Louis, Missouri, .on 
Novenber 28 and on the fol- 
lowing day proceed by 
to the City of Fulton in the 
same state. Here he will be 
welcomed as a guest of West- 
minister College by Dr. Hall, 
president of this institution. 
Raab is scheduled to receive 
an honorary degree from the 
University and to 
major address there. 

After visiting the Univer- 
sity, Chancellor Raab will 
return to St. Louis, where he 
is to be received by the mayor. 
His program here includes a 
luncheon by the St. Louis 
Council on World Affairs, a 
visit to some of the city’s ex- 
tensive industrial plants and 
port installations and a sight- 
seeing trip through the city. 

On December 1, the Chan- 
cellor will be officially re- 
ceived in New York by Mayor Wagner at City Hall and be 
his luncheon guest. After this he will attend a reception 
given by the Austro American Chamber of Commerce and the 
Council on Foreign Relations. The following day, December 
2, Chancellor Raab will deliver a major address at aluncheon 
given by Freedom House and the same evening will attend a 
joint reception of Austria’s Permanent Observer to the UN 
and the Austrian Consul General in New York. On December 3 
he is to visit a number of industrial plants and in the evening 
will be guest of honor at anAnnual Banquet of the National 


auto 


deliver a 
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Association of Manufacturers. The Chancellor will pay a visit 
after which he will 
answer questions of American students on the NBC television 
Youth Wants To Know.”’ 
leave by plane for Buffalo and then proceed by car to Niagara 
Falls, where he will spend the day. 

rhe official visit of the Chancellor to the United States 
will come to an end on December 5. 


AUSTRIAN CHANCELLOR'S SCHEDULE FOR STATE VISIT 
TO CANADA. On December 5, having arrived in Canada the 
previous evening. Chancellor Raab will visit Niagara Falls 
and nearby power stations. The following day, he will fly 
to Ottawa where he will be greeted by the Canadian Prime 
Minister, Louis St. Laurent. Afterwards he will make official 
calls on the Governor General, Vincent V. Massey and on the 
Prime Minister. In the afternoon Chancellor Raab will hold a 
press conference for representatives of the Canadian press. 
After a visit to the Canadian Research Institute, he is to be 
guest of honor at dinner given by the Prime Minister. On 
December 7 he will confer at length with the Canadian Secre- 
tary of State for External Affairs, L. B. Pearson. This meet- 
ing will be followed by a luncheon Chancellor Raab is to 
for the Prime Minister and Members of his Cabinet. 
During the afternoon Chancellor Raab will meet members of 
the Diplomatic Corps, of the Canadian Government and Ottawa 
civic leaders at a reception given by the Austrian Charge 
d’Affaires, Dr. Peinsipp. The Chancellor will later give a 
reception for members of the Austrian colony. After attending 
Mass on the morning of December 8, Chancellor Raab will 
be received by his Excellency, the Archbishop of Ottawa and 
the morning the Chancellor will fly to Montreal for a 
with Cardinal Leger and the Mayor of that city. In 
the evening he will be guest of honor at adinner given by the 
Council 


to Cardinal Spellman on December 4, 


forum ‘* The same day, Mr. Raab will 


give 


same 
meeting 

Canadian of the International Chamber of Commerce 
at which he is scheduled to make amajor address. That night, 
‘ellor Raab will leave Montreal by train to board a ship 
in New \ 


rk forhis return to Europe. 


SIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE CHANCELLOR 


Julius Raab has ‘aded the Austrian Government since 
April 1953 As a representative of the Austrian people’s 
(Christiar yemocratic) narty, he was assigned the task of 
forming a government after his narty emerged from the general 
elections as the strongest group in the Austrian Parliament. 
He then nroceeded to set up a coalition government made up 
if representatives of the People’s and Socialist parties which 
together renresent 85 f the Austrian electorate 

The hancellor was born or November 29, 1891, in St. 
Poelten, Lower Austria, the son of the architect Julius Raab 
ind his wife Franziska Hie attended Vienna’s Polytechnic 
Institute but was forced to interrupt his studies bythe First 
World War, during which he served on several fronts as a first 
lieutenant and cantain in an engineers unit of the then Austro- 


Hungarian army A fte Raab resumed his studies and 
in 1922 was of Certified Engineer (Dip- 
lon then joined his father’s firm and shortly 
afterward an independent building contractor 

Politically 
a youtl 


r the war 


awarde 1 the le ree 


Ingenieur). He 


Active Since Youth 


Even a: Raab was a member of the Catholic so- 


ciologists circle and was active in student welfare work. Af- 
ter the First Wirld War he joined the Christian Social party 
and was elected to Parliament for the first time in 1927. He 
remained a member of this body until 1934. From 1934 to 1938 
he was a member of the Federal Economic Council and in Feb- 
ruary 1938 became Minister of Trade and Transportation in t 

After the invasion of Austria by Hitler, Raab was not 
lowed to continue his profession and became an employee of 
a Vienna road construction firm. Thanks to his courageou 
activities, this firm became a place of refuge for many per- 
sons persecuted for racial and political reasons. 

Raab’s Road to the Chancellorship 

Even before the war was over Raab, together with other 
leaders of the Christian Democratic party, had organized the 
Austrian People’s party and on April 27, 1945 he was placed 
in charge of the Undersecretariat for Public Buildings, Ten 
porary Economic Administration and Reconstruction in th: 
provisional national government of Karl Renner. Within the 
ranks of the People’s party, Raab organized the Austrian Fx 
nomic Association as the representative body for the indeper 
dent businessmen belonging to the party and when the Fede- 


ral Chamber of Trade and Commerce was established, Raat 


was chosen as its president — an office which he held unti! 
1953. Raab was elected to Parliament in the national elec- 
tions of 1945, 1949 and 1953 and acted as head of the People 
party faction until April 1953. In 1951 Raab became nationa 
chairman of the People’s Party and on April 2, 1953, he wa 
appointed Chancellor of Austria. 
Official Visits to Paris and London 

At the end of September, 1953, Chancellor Raab paid 
state visit to the French capital, on which occasion he co! 
ferred with such French statesmen as Auriol, Laniel and Bi 
dault. In June 1954 he paid an official visit to London, hold 
ing talks with Prime Minister Sir Winston Churchill and other 
members of Her Majesty’s Government. 

Personal Information 

Julius Raab is tall, powerfully built and very vigorou 
He is known as an outstanding realist in politics and has 1 
liking for rose-colored political concepts or for imposing phra 
ses with no foundation in fact. He has an equal understand 
ing of the social and political problems of laborers, whit: 
collar workers and civil servants, on the one hand, and of tl 
requirements of trade and industry, on the other. He striv 
to balance out conflicting opinions by means of reasonab! 
compromises and the preservation of inter-class peace in Au 
tria is due largely tohis activity. As a negotiator, he is great 
respected by his political foes. He is known everywhere f 
his quick humor which in many situations has contributed t 
the rapid solution of complicated questions. Raab has al 
earned great respect from his opponents thanks to his irre! 
roachable attitude in matters of conviction and to his modest 
What little leisure time he ha 
he spends in his extensive library, reading primarily in th 
When he does rea 
something in a lighter vein, it is usually something along th 


and unassuming way of life. 


fields of politics, economics and history. 


lines of John Fenimore Cooper’s works about the pioneer pé 
riod in American history and the development of the Far West 

On Sundays, Raab walks to church and listens to Mas 
After this he usually goe 


alongside the other worshippers. 
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1 Vienna cafe where he is a regular customer and reads 
Sunday papers over a cup of coffee. 


SOLUTION OF AUSTRIAN QUESTION WOULD HAVE DE- 
CISIVE EFFECT ON WORLD SITUATION, Chancellor Julius 
stated recently inan article: ‘‘New talks on the Austrian 
Treaty are now within the realm of possibility. There 
doubt that a conference of the Ambassadors in Vienna 

ld have definite advantages. The fact that we maintain 
isant personal relations with the Ambassadors of the Big 

r would contribute greatly towards facilitating such talks. 
again, the new conference would not be pressed for time 
lutions to all the questions in dispute could be sought 

in absolutely calm atmosphere. A further advantage would 
the location of the conference in Vienna, the Austrian 
leral Capital. This would mean that the Austrian delegates 
ld be in constant touch with the Federal Government and 
parliament, thereby receiving their directives first-hand 

nd without delay and enabling themto speak with full author- 
at any given time. An finally, we can also leave a little 
he pervading amiability of this city, to its 


‘‘genius loci.’ 
neress town of Vienna, with its stabilizing and sooth- 
atmosphere 


would certainly help to reduce divergent 


nions and to lessen tensions.’’ 
Better Outlook for Solving this Easier Problem 

‘It isobvious that the Austrian issue cannot be separated 
international political issues. Anew slogan — co-existence 
has recently started to dominate international political 
‘ussions. Among current international problems, the 
Austrian issue may not be the most important, although it is 
rely the easiest to solve. And since actions constitute 
milestones on the hard road to peace, action on an Aus- 
rian agreement would provide both a weighty argument and 
of in favor of the possibility of co-existence, which up to 

y has been only a catchword.’’ 
‘‘We welcome the proposal to hold a Vienna conference. 
wever, we are not out for a world championship in a politi- 
al chess match but only look forward to quiet, effective dis- 
ission. We are well aware.of the fact that such a conference 
; not the concern of Austria alone. The fate of all mankind 
will be involved. It is precisely because we are not interested 
xclusively in our own destiny but also in that of mankind as 
whole that we are working for an agreement on this question, 
ugh we admit it is the problem which concerns us most 
leeply. In our endeavors we have the support of the whole 
orld, especially of the small nations. During the Congress 
f the Interparliamentary Union, held recently in Vienna, a 
feeling of unity began to emerge as a political reality among 
small nations. So far, a union of these small nations has 
t be formed. However, it is conceivable that their common 
nterests may some day lead to such a union — and a free and 
ndependent Austria would certainly play a considerable role 


gg 
Requirements Fulfilled by Austria 


‘“‘The generally prevailing atmosphere of distrust at the 
Berlin Conference, particularly on the part of one group, ap- 
Plled equally in discussions on the Austrian question. ‘‘Re- 
militarization’’ and ‘‘danger of Anschluss’’ were the arguments 
ised to oppose an immediate signing of the State Treaty. This 
kind of distrust can only be based on a completely false con- 


ception of the Austrian mentality of today. The Austrian 
citizen is proud of his tradition, but his thinking has become 
realistic and up-to-date. He is not inclined to chase after the 
phantoms of the past, nor does he idolize expansionist power 
politics or mourn his supposed inability to be self-sustaining. 
He no longer looks to others for his salvation because he 
understands that only hard work with its substantial results 
will ensure his position in the world. But he is willing to 
defend this position, not with guns but with the wealth of his 
culture, with the products of his good taste, with the beauty 
of his country, wide open as it isto visitors from all nations. 

Up until now it has always been a question of the con- 
ditions under which the Big Four would sign a State Treaty. 
In view of the fact that Austria has been occupied for almost 
ten years, perhaps it may now be permissible to ask under 
what circumstances Austria would agree to a new conference.’’ 

Requirements to be Fulfilled by Others 

‘‘The first condition which should be met is that all par- 
ticipants in the talks only meet at the conference table if 
they honestly desire to solve the Austrian question. The 
second requirement for such a conference is that the State 
Treaty to be signed really guarantee full freedom and sover- 
eignty for our country. We fully respect and understand the 
Soviet Union’s demand for safeguards; but a reasonable solu- 
tion must be found somewhere between their demands and the 
justified desire of the Austrian people to be free of occupa- 
tion. Austria cannot retreat one inch in her demand for full 
freedom and sovereignty. Our proposal at the Berlin Conference 
that the Big Four Ambassadors should see that Austria com- 
plied with the conditions of the State Treaty was certainly 
quite far-reaching, and even this control, which we ourselves 
advocated, is itself hardly justified. The proposal’s prime ob 
jective was to allay the existing distrust and doubt about 
our good faith. Equally far-reaching, and moreover fully ap- 
preciated and acknowledged as such by the Big Four, was the 
Austrian delegate’s statement that Austria would not join any 
military alliance. Since the State Treaty includes a provision 
banning Anschluss, surely sufficient guarantee has been pro- 
vided to cover all eventualities.’’ 

‘‘The requirements for a solution of the Austrian problem 
have been fulfilled. We are ready to welcome any conference 
whose objective is a settlement of the problem. However, we 
reject the idea of participating in talks which would make us 
the object of biased propaganda by either side. The justice of 
our cause is too obvious and the sympathies of the whole 
world are too clearly with us for anyone to dare use our fate 
merely as an issue for propaganda. If it is true that everyone 
wants peace, Vienna is the best place to prove it.’’ 


CHANCELLOR RAAB ON AUSTRIA’S POSITION CONCERN- 
ING THE UN. During United Nations Week, Austrian Chancel- 
lor Julius Raab delivered a major address at Vienna University 
on the subject of Austria’s position with regard to the world 
organization. He declared that it would be a matter of extreme 
importance for both Austria and the UN if Austria were able 
to celebrate the next anniversary of the founding of the United 
Nations as a full-fledged member. Mr. Raab said he had no 
doubt that Austria’s voice would be raised before this inter- 


national forum, too, in the cause of reconciliation and world 
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understanding. 

The Chancellor stated that the Austrian people had wel- 
comed the foundation of the UN with particular joy and satis- 
faction, hoping that a forum had at last been devised where 
the differences between countries would be settled with 
arguments and not with guns. He maintained that it is still 
necessary for the UN to develop into an organization in 
which every nation could mold its economic, social, cultural 
and religious life in accordance with its own character but 
one which will also protect these nations through the power 
of law against the interference of other countries in their in- 
ternal affairs. Although there was undoubtedly a long way to 
go in order to reach the ideal situation which would alone be 
capable of relegating war with material weapons to the realm 
of a mere historical reality, Chancellor Raab argued that the 
effort must nevertheless be made. Pointing out that many at- 
tempts have been made to bring about a prosperity in which 
all human needs would be taken care of — including the revo- 
lutionary attempt to expropriate and collectivize the land and 
means of production, in the belief that social equality would 
in this way be established, Chancellor Raab maintained that 
this attempt had failed because an experiment of this kind is 
in opposition to freedom and can be maintained only through 
force. 

All Requirements for Austrian Admission to UN Fulfilled 

After calling attention to Austria’s work in a number of 
UN specialized agencies, Mr. Raab pointed out that she still 
has to content herself with the role of an observer in the UN 
proper. He said that it was for this reason that the Austrian 
Government had recently given a reminder that it continues to 
cherish the wish of being admitted to the ranks of the United 
Nations as soon as possible. 

‘‘The prerequisites for such admission have been fulfilled 
by us in their entirety,’’ the Chancellor declared, ‘‘and the 
peace-loving nature of the Austrian people should certainly 
be conceded in all quarters. Recognition of human rights and 
respect for the basic freedoms is not only formally guaranteed 
by the Austrian Constitution but it also embodies the common 
spiritual property of the Austrian people. The ability to find 
ways to achieve understanding and reconciliation, over and 
above national differences, is another heritage from his his- 
torical past which has become an inherent part of the Aus- 
trian’s flesh and blood. There is recognition, even admira- 
tion, of Austria’s reconstruction achievements. The political 
maturity and great discipline shown by the Austrian people in 
putting up with the occupation can undoubtedly be considered 
a positive factor with respect to our admission. In their latest 
elections, in mid-October, an overwhelming majority of the 
Austrian people chose the road of the moderate center and un- 
mistakably rejected radical tendencies. The factors which 
have until now prevented Austria’s admission to the UN are 
of the same nature as those which have thus far hindered com- 
pletion of the Austrian State Treaty. It is the mistrust still 
existing between the two big power blocs which is solely res- 
ponsible for this situation. It is only sad and discouraging 
that the behavior of our own people can effect no change in 
this state of affairs.’’ 

Chancellor Raab stated in conclusion that despite these 
disappointing developments, the idea of the United Nations 


will never be abandoned by Austria. He declared that the de- 
clared that the desire of all mankind for peace must provide 
the basis for a new incentive and for an extension of the UN’s 
powers so that it can accomplish what is expected of it. 


AUSTRIAN ECONOMIC POLICY RESULTS IN FULL Eo. 
PLOYMENT AND PROSPERITY — FINANCE MINISTER KA. 
MITZ SUBMITS 1955 DRAFT BUDGET. Austrian Minister of 
Finance Reinhard Kamitz presented the Government’s draft 
budget for 1955 at this session’s first meeting of the Austrian 
Parliament. The regular budget provides for expenditures of 
23,043 million schillings and receipts of 22,173 million, the 
special budget for expenditures of 1,730 million. The budget 
therefore appears to be practically balanced and the Minister 
emphasized that it would also be possible to cover any defi- 
cits through careful economies. 


Production 100% Higher than in 1937 

The Finance Minister then gave a survey of Austria’s eco- 
nomic development and declared that at the present time the 
national economy gives every indication of a condition of ge- 
nuine prosperity. He said that the aim of Austrian economi: 
poiicy is to make this prosperity a permanent condition. Point 
ing out that the employment figure of approximately 2,065,000 
as of the end of September is a record never before achieved 
since the end of the First World War, he said that only 90,000 
persons were still registered as unemployed and that a majority 
of these were capable of only limited employment. He _ indi- 
cated that, on the contrary, there was a serious shortage of 
skilled workers and many projects have had to be set aside 
because of labor shortage. Minister Kamitz reported among 
other things that industrial production is currently about twice 
as high as in 1937 and has reached a hitherto unmatched rec- 
ord level, that production facilities are being utilized almost 
100% and that the gross national product — which currently 
amounts to 85 billion schillings — during the first and second 
quarters of 1954 was 5 and 11 percent higher, respectively 
than in the corresponding quarters of 1953. 

Tax Reductions Lead to Prosperity 

According to the Minister, the prevailing prosperity is due 
to two principal factors: the extension of foreign trade and 
the activation of the domestic market. The value of Austrian 
exports has risen by 34% since August 1952, those for im- 
ports by 4% during the same period. Minister Kamitz reported 
that for the first time in her history Austria’s trade balanc: 
now showed a surplus. Exports during the first half of 1954, 
in the amount of 7,544 million schillings, represented a 17 
increase in value and a 30.8% increase in volume over thos¢ 
for the first half of 1953. He declared that the increase in 


plant investment capacity had contributed to reducing produc- | 


tion costs, increasing productivity, strengthening competition 
and, thus to lowering prices. He attributed particular econom- 
ic impetus to the reduction in wage and income taxes which 
went into effect at the beginning of 1954, a measure which 
greatly increased general purchasing power, intensified th¢ 
desire to produce and expanded the volume of production. A! 
the same time, there was no decrease in tax receipts but rath- 
er an increase, due to the increase in turnover. In most bran- 


ches of the Austrian economy a state of overemployment has 
already been reached and it is almost impossible to keep u! 
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current orders. 
Real Income Increases by 4.6 Percent 

After giving this survey of Austria’s economic position, 
opr. Kamitz discussed the measures which must be taken in 
yrder to maintain and ensure prosperity and a sound economy. 
He said that no stone must be left unturned — by means of 
production increases, further import liberalization and other 
economic policy measures — in strengthening price levels and 
keeping wage demands within bonds which will not, in turn, 
lead to price increases. He reported that whereas living costs 
had risen by 2.4% in the period between September, 1953, and 
September, 1954, income had increased by at least 7% during 
the same period, in a large number of industries by considerab- 
y more. He mentioned in conclusion that the Austrian natio- 
nal debt in 1955 would represent 123 million schillings less 
yf a budgetary burden than in 1954. 

The Minister’s speech on the budget was warmly applaud- 
ed by Parliament. 
AUSTRIAN BALANCE OF PAYMENTS SHOWS SURPLUS IN 
FIRST HALF OF 1954. Austria’s balance of payments at the 
end of the first six months of 1954 showed a surplus of $52.9 
million dollars, or 1,375 million schillings. In the corres- 
ponding period of 1953 there was a deficit of $10.8 million 
which, however, by the end of that year had been transformed 
into a surplus of $121 million. Foreign currency receipts from 
the tourist trade during the first half of 1954 amounted to 
$23.6 million, while the closing figures for commercial trade 
showed a surplus of $2.37 million. Developments during the 
third quarter of 1954 make it certain that even with the termi- 
nation of foreign aid Austria will show a surplus at the end 
of 1954. 
SECOND BOND ISSUE FLOATED FOR RECONSTRUCTION 
OF VIENNA STATE OPERA AND BURGTHEATER. The Aus- 
trian Ministry of Finance recently floated the second section 
of the bond issue designed to finance the reconstruction of 
the war-ravaged Vienna State Opera House and Burgtheater. 
This second section of the issue has a nominal value of 45 
million Austrian schillings while the face value of the entire 
issue is 100,000,000 Austrian schillings. The first part of the 
bond issue, with a value of 35 million schillings, was floated 
last fall and was completely subscribed in a single day. 


SOVIETS REFUSE TO RECOGNIZE AUSTRIA'S PASSPORT 
AND AIR SOVERIGNTY. Chancellor Julius Raab recently 
submitted a letter to the Allied Council in Vienna in which he 
discussed the continuing violations of Austria’s sovereignty 
in passport matters. He called on the Council to revoke an 
earlier decision, by the terms of which the Allied High Com- 
missions still have the right to issue permits for entry into 
Austria without notifying the Austrian authorities of their ac- 
tion. This right enjoyed by the High Commissions was sub- 
ject to particular misuse by the Soviets who permitted ques- 
tionable elements to enter Austria without the Austrian au- 
thorities being able to do anything about it. At a meeting of 
the Allied Council, the Western High Commissioners proposed 
complying with Chancellor Raab’s request and offered a reso- 
lution providing for the transfer to the Austrian authorities of 
sovereignty in all passport and visa matters, without excep- 
tion. This resolution was opposed by the Soviet High Com- 


missioner. 

The Soviet High Commissioner also rejected a Westem 
resolution providing that each of the occupying powers should 
see to it that Austria’s air space is not violated by foreign 
planes. Chancellor Raab informed the Council in a second 
letter that of late Austria’s air sovereignty had been violated 
by at least twenty planes of Czech or unknown nationality. 
WORLD BANK DELEGATION HOLDS TALKS IN VIENNA ON 
ILL POWER PLANT EXPANSION. A delegation from the 
World Bank, under the chairmanship of Walter Umbrich, has 
arrived in Vienna from Washington to discuss the expansion 
of the Ill power plant in Austria’s Vorarlberg province. The 
primary purpose of these talks is to study the prerequisites 
for a World Bank loan for the Ill project. Additional con- 
ferences are scheduled to be held in Bregenz and Vienna 
before the World Bank makes a final decision in the matter. 


AUSTRIA EXPECTS BUILDING BOOM: 7.8 BILLION SCHIL- 
LINGS PROVIDED FOR 1955 CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS. 
Public agencies in Austria will spend approximately 7.8 bil- 
lion schillings on construction projects in 1955. The planned 
allocations include: 600 million schillings for federal high- 
way maintenance, 450 million for the Salzburg-Vienna express- 
way, 800 million for housing reconstruction, 250 million from 
the Federal Housing and Settlement Fund, 250 million from 
funds for the promotion of housing construction, 305 million 
for state surface construction projects, 225 million for hydrau- 
lic engineering projects, 125 million for Postal Administration 
buildings, 650 million for Federal Railroads construction 
work, 1,360 for power plant construction and 2,800 million for 
public building by the provinces and municipalities. It is ex- 
pected that this building boom will result in extensive sales 
of construction materials and, consequently, in a reduction in 
the price of such materials. Such a reduction could in tum 
make it possible to undertake additional projects. Provision 
is also being made for an equitable distribution of building 
contracts among small, medium and large companies. 
CONSTRUCTION OF FOURTH BLAST FURNACE AT 
DONAWITZ. According to an announcement of the Alpine 
Montan-Gesellschaft, construction of the fourth blast furnace 
at Donawitz, Styria, will be undertaken on a rush schedule. 
The need for a new furnace has become urgent gincethe three 
Donawitz furnaces presently in operation are unable to cope 
with the demands being placed on the Alpine Montan works. 
Scheduled for completion by the end of 1955, the new furnace 
will have an initial capacity of approximately 640 tons per 
day. Some 40 million schillings in orders have been placed 
with Austrian industries in connection with the construction 
of the new furnace. 

MEXICO PLACES BIG ORDERS WITH AUSTRIAN ELECTRI- 
CAL INDUSTRY. Inthe face of stiff international competition, 
Austria’s Elin A.G. has received orders from Mexico for two 
large generators, each weighing about 114 tons and with a 
capacity of 12,000 kva. Delivery will be made at the begin- 
ning of 1956. The two generators are to be installed in the 
hydroelectric plant of El Oviacich in the state of Sonora, 
Mexico. An order for athird generator is still pending. 


VOEST ERECTS FOURTH BLAST FURNACE. The United 
Austrian Iron and Steel Works in Linz has announced that 
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structural steel work is being carried out at the present time 
with a view to putting a fourth Linz blast furnace into opera- 
tion. At the moment, operations at the Linz iron works are 
on a three-furnace basis. It is expected that the fourth blast 
furnace will be ready for production in March 1955, although 
the exact date on which it will be blown in has not yet been 
set. The flow of orders to the plant was described as highly 
satisfactory by Dr. Vogel, the General Secretary. The same 
company official reported that VOEST is already employing 
14,500 laborers and office workers, that repayment of the 507- 
million-schilling ERP loan has been largely completed and 
that the organization’s new 'investment program is now being 
financed with its own funds. 
FUNDS FOR FINANCING 1960 WINTER OLYMPICS ASSUR- 
ED. Austria is among the nations competing for the role of 
host country for the 1960 Olympic Winter Games. Although 
the final decision of the International Olympic Committee as 
to where these games will be held will not be made until the 
spring of 1955, the Austrian Cabinet has already discussed 
the financial problems which would arise if Austria were se- 
lected. The cost of constructing new installations for holding 
the games would amount to approximately 63 million schil- 
lings, of which 25 million alone would be earmarked for build- 
ing a new artificial ice stadium in Innsbruck. The Cabinet 
has already taken note of the financial plan submitted by the 
Austrian Finance Ministry to the province of Tyrol and to the 
Austrian Olympic Committee, so that the way is now clear, at 
least as far as Austria is concerned, for holding the 1960 Win- 
ter Olympic Games in Austria. 
AUSTRIAN SKI TEAM STARTS OLYMPIC PREPARATIONS. 
The next major international sports event in which Austria 
plans to participate with justifiable expectations of success 
are the 1956 Winter Olympic Games at Cortina d’Ampezzo, 
Italy. The preparations worked out by the Austrian Ski Associ- 
ation shows that no stone is being left unturned in exploiting 
the opportunity to the full. Following a preparatory course 
at Obertraun, there are to be special Slalomcourses at Weissee- 
im-Stubachtal in November. The following month the team 
will go to Cervin:a in Italy. A training period for Olympic 
candidates is scheduled to be held at Cortina d’Ampezzo in 
February 1955. By 1955, the first teams and substitutes in 
the various types of games will be nominated for the 1956 
games. 
In the selection of Austria’s Olympic team, achievements 
in the following 1955 races will play a determining role: 
1. Lauberhorn (men) and Grindelwald (women), January 8 
and 9 (Switzerland). 
2. Hahnenkamm Race, Kitzbuehel, January 15 and 16 
(Austria). 
3. International Ski Week in France, January 20-23 (only 
Giant Slalom). 
4. Austrian Ski Championships, Semmering, February 2-6. 





CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


ESTABLISHMENT OF ‘“‘AUSTRIAN RESEARCH FOUNDA- 
TION’ IMMINENT. The Austrian Minister of Education has 
announced in Parliament that the establishment of the 





‘‘Austrian Research Foundation’’ can be expected shortly #oUs 
The Foundation will support Austrian research in a widefit® 
variety of fields. It will be started with an original capita ft’ 
of 50,000 schillings, to which the Federal Government wi!| —2™ 
then contribute 7 million schillings, and it is expected thafP2! 
public and private organizations as well as private individuals ft" 
will also make contributions. These funds will be used for’ Eé: 
research scholarships, grants of money and equipment t 
scientists, assistance to research expeditions and under. pati 
writing of printing projects. The Foundation’s Board of Trus/ 4)!’ 
tees will be made up of representatives from the Academy of ten 
Sciences, the colleges and universities, the acaveniscs of 
Art and Music, the State Archives, libraries and museums, the} Li 
Federation of Austrian Scientific Associations, the Ministries 

of Education, Finance, Trade and Reconstruction, Transpor- 
tation, Social Welfare, Agriculture and Forestry as well 
representatives from the group of personalities activ« 
aiding foundations. The provinces and municipalities are} er; 
also expected to support the Foundation. 

903 MILLION SCHILLINGS SPENT FOR CONSTRUCTION 


WORK IN FIELD OF ART AND CULTURE SINCE 1945.,°° 
Dr. Fritz Bock, Undersecretary in the Ministry of Trade and! AU 


— 
= 





Reconstruction, recently stated that the sum of 903 million) HII 
schillings has been spent by the Austrian Government since} tri: 
1945 on buildings of artistic and cultural interest. Of this }Jo: 
total, 124 million were used for the repair of buildings of }\a 


historical and artistic interest, 420 million on new buildings Bth: 
and repair work in the field of universities and scientific frot 
institutes, 227 million on the rebuilding of the Vienna State 
Opera and 102 million on the restoration of the Vienna 
Burgtheater. 


AUSTRIAN COMPOSER VON EINEM WRITES SYMPHONY [te 
FOR LOUISVILLE PHILHARMONIC. Drawing ona grant n 
available to it by the Rockefeller Foundation in the in-fC! 
terest of furthering contemnorary music, the Philharmonic} ™ 
Society of Louisville, Kentucky, commissioned the Austr 
composer Gottfried von Einem to write a symphony. In ful-}® 
filment of this commission, von Finem wrote his ‘‘Meditations’'} & 
Symphony for the Society. The work, which was given its}E 
first performance by the Louisville Orchestra on November 6,)7 
was a great success. Von Einem is already well knowr 





the United States for his operas ‘‘Der Prozess’’ (The Trial)§n 
and ‘‘Dantons Tod’’ (Danton’s Death). He is one of Austria's > 
foremost living composers. The Louisville Orchestra has)t 





issued a statement in this connection declaring: ‘‘It is t! 
Louisville Orchestra’s hope that this project will not 
serve constructively the cause of living composers and their t! 
music, but will also play a positive role in bringing closer | ¢| 
together, in common sympathy and understanding, the peo! 
of the United States and of other lands.’’ 


WORKS BY MODERN AUSTRIAN ARTISTS EXHIBITED IN 
WESTERN CANADA FOR FIRST TIME. Paintings and draw 
ings by modern Austrian artists, on display for the first time}) 
in Western Canada, were among the works included in an ex} \ 
hibition entitled ‘‘Modern Art in Winnipeg Homes’’ which w 

organized by the Winnipeg Art Gallery. Among the works «(is§ 
played was a pencil and India-ink ‘‘Portrait of a Lady’’ by! 
Gustav Klimt, described as the creation of an Austrian Tou 
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short] ise-Lautrec. Two paintings by Egon Schiele made an im- COMPOSITIONS COMMISSIONED FOR CHURCH MUSIC 
a wiqgpression by virtue of their vivid style. One of the factors con- CONGRESS. The committee of the International Church Music 
Capita @ributing to the reputation of this hitherto unknown Austrian Congress, which was held in Vienna in October, commis- 
nt wil)gartist is the fact that one of his most important portraits of sioned several compositions: Anton Heiller (Vienna) submitted 
ed ' paris Guetersloh is owned by the Art Museum of Minneapolis, a Te Denm for Chorus, wind instruments and organ, Karl 
viduals fthe nearest big city to Winnipeg. The ‘‘Shepherd at Rest’’ by Korch (Innsbruck) a Requiem, Josef Messner (Salzburg) a 
sed f gger-Lienz also attracted many visitors, who compared its Latin Proprium, Hermann Kronsteiner (Linz) a German Pro- 
ent ngth of composition with that of certain modern Mexican prium and Ernst Tittel (Vienna) a Latin Mass. 

under. pal Two water colors by Oskar Laske also made a favor- AUSTRIAN STAGE DESIGNERS EXHIBIT WORK AT BRISTOL. 
of Tn impression. The Austrian artists represented at this in- A display of work by Austrian stage designers was opened 
lemy of ternational competition were able to hold their own with most at the art gallery in Bristol, England, at the beginning of 
iscs of the better known international artists. 


ns, the) LIFE-IN-CANADA EXHIBIT PLANNED FOR VIENNA. The 
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nadian Government informative exhibition 
> held in Vienna. It will be opened on December Ist, and 


last for two weeks. 


is planning an 
Through the displays the Viennese 
blic will get an idea of Canadian life, products and handi- 
raft. The material presented is to be supplemented by the 
of typically Canadian films the countryside, 
ple, etc. The exhibition halls will cover atotal area of 

t less than 1000 sq. ft 


AUSTRIANS CONQUER CHO OYU: WORLD'S SEVENTH 
HIGHEST MOUNTAIN CLIMBED FOR FIRST TIME. The Aus- 
tian explorers and mountain climbers Herbert Tichy, Josef 
Joechler and Helmut Helberger, members of an Austrian Hima- 
laya expedition, conquered the Himalayan peak of Cho Oyu 
e world’s seventh highest peak, during the latter part of Oc- 
ber This achievement was particularly noteworthy since 
Austrians made use of no oxygen equipment of any kind 
nd carried only 59 kilograms (130 lbs.) of gear with them. 
expedition was lead by Dr. Herbert Tichy. Previous at- 
pts to climb the mountain had been unsuccessful. One 
h attempt was made by a British expedition two years ago. 
Oyu is considered one of the most difficult Himalayan 
intains to climb. 
Herbert Tichy is famous throughout the world as an Asian 
explorer. He has spent almost ten years in various Asiatic 
countries and speaks several Asiatic languages and dialects. 


wing of 


Ls 


Even as a twenty-year-old student he undertook a motorcycle 
to Bombay. A few years later, disguised as an Indian 
‘rim, he wandered through Tibet. He published his expe- 
nces on this trip in his first book, ‘‘Zum heiligen Berg der 
Velt’’ (To the World’s Holy Mountain). His present expedition 
‘ho Oyu was financed in large part by the proceeds from 
sale of his books. 
Austrian Chancellor Julius Raab sent Herbert Tichy and 
the Austrian expedition a telegram of congratulations after 
y climbed Cho Oyu. Commenting on the conquering of this 
nountain, the New Delhi paper ‘‘The Statesman’’ wrote: ‘‘It 
is a particular satisfaction that this success was achieved 
by Austria, which has made a notable contribution to moun- 
tain climbing.”’ 
YOUNG AUSTRIAN PIANISTS SUCCESSFUL. The young 
Viennese pianist Hans Graf was awarded second prize at 


he ‘*Concours International d’Execution Musicale’ held 


r 
“ 


Vienna won the second prize for women. 





October. The exhibition will later be seen in Cambridge and 
London. 

IMPORTANT ORDERS PLACED FOR VIENNA GOBELINS. 
The Vienna Gobelin Manufactory has been commissioned to 
‘‘translate’’ into a Gobelin tapestry 
Seckau Seminary painted by the Herbert 
Boeckl. It has been announced further that the Manufactory. 


an altar fresco in the 


famous painter 
which is to provide the decorations for the main lobby of the 
new Vienna Opera House, will also supply a number of Gobe- 
lins which are to be hung in the reception room for guests of 
honor in the reconstructed Burgtheater. 


EXHIBITION OF AUSTRIAN GRAPHIC ART IN MILAN. 
The ‘‘Museo Civico d’Arte Moderna’’ in Milan is planning to 
hold an exhibition of Austrian graphic art based on works 
in the collection of Vienna’s Albertina Gallery. Featuring 
127 works by 20th century artists, the exhibition will show 
the main trends of modern Austrian graphic art. It will in- 
clude works by artists from the generation of the beginning 
of the century, such as Gustav Klimt (1862-1918), Egon 
Schiele (1890-1918), Anton Faistauer (1887-1930), Albin 
Egger-Lienz (1886-1926) and Wilhelm Thoeny (1888-1949). 
Living artists will be represented — for the older generation — 
by Oskar Kokoschka (1886), Herbert Boeckl (1894), Alfred 
Kubin (1877), Hans Fronius (1903), Fritz Wotruba (1907), Josef 
Dombrowsky (1889), Ludwig Heinrich Jungnickel (1881) and 


for the younger generation by Ernst Fuchs (1930), Kurt 
Moldovan (1918), Hermann Walenta (1923) and Paul Flora 
(1922). 


GERMAN-LANGUAGE POETRY CONGRESS TO BE HELD 
IN INNSBRUCK. Next spring a poetry congress, attended by 
many noted representatives of present-day literature from the 
German-speaking areas — Austria, Switzerland, Germany and 
South-Tyrol — will be heldin Innsbruck. The various problems 
of creative writing and its continuing development are to be 
discussed at this congress. For this purpose, editors, broad- 
casters, literature historians and critics have also been in- 
vited. A preliminary conference was held during October to 
discuss the agenda and the exact date of this German- 
language poetry congress, the first to be held since the end 
of the war. The preliminary meeting was attended, among 
others, by the president of the German Academy of Poets, 
Hermann Kasack, the lyric poets Rudolf Hagelstange and 
Hans Egon Holthusen, the Swiss poet Hilty, as well.as 
Hubert Mumelter and Erich Kofler from South-Tyrol, the 
Austrians Rudolf Felmayer and playwright Kurt Becsi, and 
the lyricist Ernst Schoenwiese. 
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AUSTRIAN NATIONAL LIBRARY TO GET REINHARDT 
MANUSCRIPT. The manuscript of a play, written by Max 
Reinhardt and inspired by Richard Strauss’ ballet ‘‘Schlagobers’; 
is to be presented to the Theater Collection of the Austrian 
National Library. Production of this play, which has a 
Viennese setting, was prohibited by the Nazis. 

VIENNA SCIENTISTS ELECTED TO HIGH POSITIONS IN 
MEDICAL ORGANIZATIONS. Professor Franz Bruecke, M.D., 
was elected to the Board of the German Pharmacological 
Society at that organization’s 21st congress. Dr. Hans Hoff, 
President of the Austrian Society for Mental Hygiene, was 
elected 1954-55 chairman of the Executive Board of the 
World Federation for Mental Health at the Board’s meeting in 
Toronto. 

DRAMATIZATION OF STIFTER SHORT STORY. The first 
performance of ‘‘Pergkristall’’ (Rock-crystal), the dramatiza- 
tion of a short story by the great Austrian writer Adalbert 
Stifter is to be given at the Landestheater in Linz. The author 
of this stage version is Friedrich Forster. 

FAMOUS MARCHFELD CASTLES TO BE PRESERVED. 
In Austria’s Marchfeld district there are a number of castles 
which were built by the great baroque architects Fischer von 
Frlach Lukas von Hildebrand and which have become 
famous the world over for their architectural beauty. After the 
end of the war, these castles were plundered and left to de- 
a committee has now been established in 


and 


teriorate. However, 


Austria to attempt to restore these buildings. Niederweiden 


Castle, originally built by Fischer von Erlach as a summer 
residence for Prince Eugene, is to be restored together witt 
its magnificent parks and fountains and transformed int: 
museum both about Prince Eugene and about Austrian hunting 
The extensive park of the castle is to be set aside as a game 
reserve. Attached to the castle is one of the oldest hunting 
kitchens still in existence as well as a large bakery. Thess 
two buildings will also be turned into museums. The first 
of the restoration work will require half a millio: 
schillings, while two million will be necessary to execut: 
the entire project. Marchegg Castle, another unique archi- 
tectural monument, has just been acquired by the community 
of Marchegg and will probably be converted into a Museun 
the City of Marchegg. 


FIRST GERMAN-LANGUAGE PERIODICAL ON RECORDINGS 
PUBLISHED. ‘‘Phono,’’ the first German-language periodical! 
dealing with phonograph records made its initial appearance 
in Vienna at the beginning of October. The journal, which 
deals with all questions relating to the production of records 
and to musical life in general, is to be published as a quart- 
erly by Symphonia Edition, Vienna. 


stage 


DOCUMENTARY ON INNSBRUCK ARMORERS. The Provin- 
cial Government of Tyrol has ordered the production of a 
15-minute documentary film dealing with the exhibition of 
medieval armor which was held at the Tyrolese Provincial 
Museum in Innsbruck this summer. 
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